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Panic at Lenexa store as 
officer kills armed man 


BY ROBERT A. CRONKLETON, IAN 
CUMMINGS AND JOE ROBERTSON 


The Kansas City Star 


A man who brandished a gun 
inside a busy Costco Wholesale 
store Sunday in Lenexa was shot 
and killed by an off-duty police 
officer who was there shopping, 
according to Lenexa police. 

Police responded shortly after 
11 a.m. to the store near 95th 
Street and Interstate 35. When 
officers arrived, they found that 
the shooting was over. An off- 
duty officer who happened to be 


in the store shopping had fatally 
shot the armed man, said Le- 
nexa Police Capt. Wade Borch- 
ers. 

Customers and employees 
fled through the store when the 
man, shouting and carrying a 
gun, stood just inside the en- 
trance, said Betty Willits, 82, of 
Merriam. 

“I thought I was going to die,” 
she said, remembering her fran- 
tic struggle to keep up with 
those fleeing as employees 
shouted, “Run! Run! Run to the 
back!” 


Lenexa police did not say 
which agency the off-duty offi- 
cer worked for, but several news 
reports said he was a Kansas 
City, Kan., Police Department 
officer. No one else was injured 
and police were not looking for 
anyone else involved in the 
shooting. 

The off-duty officer “was 
shopping, just happened to be 
there when all of this occurred,” 
Borchers said. “Thankfully he 
was.” 

The store was busy with holi- 
day weekend shoppers when the 


shooting occurred, sparking a 
“mass exodus” of customers 
trying to get out of the parking 
lot, Borchers said. The store’s 
parking lot has only two exits. 

Kansas Highway Patrol troop- 
ers stopped customers leaving 
the parking lot to get their 
names and contact information 
in case they were needed later 
in the investigation. 

Police are still investigating 
exactly what the armed man 
said and did when he entered 
the store. They did not say what 
type of firearm he had. 


“All I know right now is he 
brandished the firearm,” Borch- 
ers said. “Thankfully, there was 
an off-duty officer inside the 
store. And nobody got hurt. 

“I don’t know what the sub- 
ject’s intent was but before 
anything really bad could hap- 
pen, he was stopped.” 

Police alerted the public 
shortly before noon, saying the 
shooting was over and was un- 
der investigation. 

Police remained at the store 
for several hours. Yellow crime 
scene tape surrounded the 
store’s expansive parking lot. 

Law enforcement officers 
from surrounding agencies also 
responded to the incident. 

“Pd speculate that police from 
every agency in the county that 
had any able people they could 
cut loose, they came and helped 


SEE SHOOTING, 2A 


Apartment boom riles 
some suburban residents 


TAMMY LJUNGBLAD tljungblad@kcstar.com 


P.J. Ventola, managing director with Mission Peak Capital, discusses plans to redevelop the largely vacant Westbrooke Village Shopping Center 
at 75th Street and Quivira Road in Shawnee into a mixed-use complex with 530 luxury apartments. 


BY LYNN HORSLEY 
lhorsley@kcstar.com 


Drive around Johnson County 
these days and you can’t miss 
them: Cranes hoisted high and 
construction crews clamoring to 
build hundreds of new upscale 
apartment units from downtown 
Overland Park to Lenexa City 
Hall, many near traditional 
single family neighborhoods. 

It’s the boom following very 
slow years during the Great 
Recession. And it’s changing the 
face of these suburban bedroom 
communities, causing friction 
with some longtime residents. 

“People do not want to look 
up at a highrise,” says Mike 
Pezza, who lives in a house just 


development. 

Developers counter that resi- 
dents should realize these multi- 
family projects are a big positive 
trend for Johnson County. 

“They keep thinking it’s 
bringing down our neighbor- 
hoods, but in reality it’s not. It’s 
improving lifestyles. It’s improv- 
ing choices,” says Ken Block, 
managing principal with Block 
Real Estate Services, one of the 
metro’s big developers. 

Since 2013, Johnson County 
has seen nearly 7,200 new 
apartment units built, versus 
just 2,700 units in the previous 
five years. Multi-family building 
permits outpaced single family 
permits in Johnson County in 
both 2015 and 2016, according 
to the Greater Kansas City 


“For multifamily, Johnson 
County is particularly hot,” said 
Doug Davidson, president of 
CERI (County Economic Re- 
search Institute Inc.) in Over- 
land Park, which studies John- 
son County economic devel- 
opment data. 

While many think millennials 
are all flocking to downtown 
Kansas City, they’re also head- 
ing to suburban Johnson County 
for employment at law and 
business offices, schools, med- 
ical centers and firms like 
Sprint, Black & Veatch and Kie- 
wit Engineering, Block said. 

“There’s so much office de- 
velopment and business devel- 
opment along College Boule- 
vard,” he said. “So there’s a lot 
of people that work out there. If 


live out there.” 


NOT OLD-FASHIONED 
APARTMENTS 

This is not your 1960s-era 
apartment building, says Doug 
Price, the CEO of Price Broth- 
ers, another major metro area 
developer. 

“Tt’s not your apartment com- 
plex from college....a dumpy 
apartment that the landlord 
didn’t fix,” he said, citing two 
growing apartment segments: 
“the mature crowd that doesn’t 
want to repurchase, and millen- 
nials delaying home purchases.” 

Block points out that many of 
these projects are high-quality, 
resort-style complexes, attrac- 
tive to young professionals and 


NATION 


CONYERS 
STEPS DOWN 


U.S. Rep. John Conyers 
stepped down as the top 
Democrat on the House 
Judiciary Committee 
amid sexual harassment 
allegations. 3A 


LOCAL 
OPIOID CRISIS 


Pharmaceutical 
companies have 
introduced new 
medicines to treat 
dependence, reverse 
overdoses, and deal with 
opioids’ side effects. But 
few effective and 
economically viable 
alternatives to addictive 
painkillers have emerged 
from the laboratory. 6A 


LOVE FOR CHIEFS 


Big Slick stars Rob Riggle 
and David Koechner host 
a tailgate before the 
Chiefs-Bills game and 
talk about their love for 
their team. 7A 
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